
FACT SHEET ON HYDRAULIC FRACTURING

An industrial gas drilling site may be developed in Tidewa-
ter Virginia through the following eight steps as outlined in 
§ 45.1-361.29, et al.

 1   Gas Company Leases Land
A landowner signs a lease with a gas development 
company allowing the company the right to drill on the 
owner’s property. This is a private contract negotiated 
between the two private parties.  

 2  Pre-application Meeting *
DMME will convene a meeting with DEQ and the ap-
plicant in the locality where drilling is to be proposed. 
This meeting is open to the public.

 3 Company Applies for a Permit from 
Virginia’s Department of Mines,  
Minerals and Energy
Applications for permits must include:

type of permit)

to 15 wells

excluding exploratory well permits

operations*

Plan*

commissioned by the gas company

 4 Public Notice Is Given

company must notify all surface owners where 
the land is to be disturbed as well as all mineral 
owners within 500 feet of the proposed well. 

company must notify the local government of its 
intent to drill as well as notify the general public 
via a newspaper advertisement. 

  5 DMME Hearing (Optional)
An informal fact-finding hearing may occur if a 
property owner with standing files a qualified ob-
jection to a permit within 15 days of receiving no-
tice. Virginia law specifies that the “only objec-
tions…that may be raised by surface owners” 
be limited to five narrow categories.

  6 Review of Environmental Impact 
Assessment
Within 90 days of receiving the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA), the Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) will coordinate a review of the EIA in-
cluding a public comment period and consultation 
with appropriate state agencies. DMME must collab-
orate with DEQ before granting a permit.

  7 Oil Discharge Contingency Plan
The company must file and have approved by the 
State Water Control Board an oil discharge contin-
gency plan and proof of financial responsibility to im-
plement the plan.

  8  Permit Decision
DMME will decide to grant or deny a gas drilling per-
mit. 
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*Added to Virginia’s Oil and Gas Regulations as of December 28, 2016.

and §62.1-195.1.
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